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SUBJECT: REPORT OF SARG CONCERN ABOUT INTERNAL DISSIDENCE 

REF: MANAMA 1064 

1 . FOR WHAT IT MAY BE WORTH, DURING MAY 23 MEETING WITH 
POREIGN MINISTER HE VOLUNTEERED TO ME THAT, IN ADDITION TO 
SYRIAN VIEWS REPORTED REFTEL, SARG POREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM 
HAD EXPRESSED TO HIM SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT RISING INTERNAL 
DISSENT IN SYRIA. FONMIN SAID THAT KHADDAM TOLD HIM IN 
PRIVATE THAT PRESIDENT ASSAD PEELS THAT SYRIA IS UNDER 
GROWING INTERNAL PRESSURE BOTH TO SOLVE ITS DISPUTE WITH 
ISRAEL AND TO GET ON WITH DEVELOPMENT. KHADDAM SAID SUCH 
PRESSURES MAY BE MORE OBVIOUS IN EGYPT BUT THEY ARE JUST 

AS REAL IN SYRIA. 

2. PONMIN SAID KHADDAM SAID INTERNAL DISSENT NOT DIRECTLY 
AIMED AT LACK OP PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE BUT TAKES PORM OP 
VERBAL "SNIPING" AT SYRIA'S WEAK POINTS, SUCH AS PAILURE 

THUS PAR OF MORE OPEN ECONOMY TO DO MUCH POR THE POOR, WITH 
INCREASINGLY EXPLICIT AND OVERT IMPLICATION THAT SINCE ASSAD'S 
POLICIES FAILING IN THIS SPHERE, HE MAY BE HEADED TOWARD 
PAILURE IN OTHERS AS WELL. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. COMMENT: DEPT AND EMBASSY DAMASCUS ARE OP COURSE IN 
POSITION TO JUDGE THE VALUE OP THIS REPORT. WHAT IS NOTE- 
WORTHY IN LOCAL CONTEXT IS THAT FOREIGN MINISTER'S USUALLY 
PORTHCOMING ATTITUDE CLEARLY HAS BEEN EXPANDED BY KIND OF 
BRIEFINGS WE HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING OF LATE, SUCH AS ON HABIB 
VISIT TO BAGHDAD AND US-SYRIAN "SUMMIT" IN GENEVA. I HOPE EQUALLY 
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TIMELY AND SUBSTANTIVE BRIEEING ON PRINCE EAHD'S MEETINGS IN 
WASHINGTON WILL BE AVAILABLE EOR USE HERE. 

CLUVERIUS 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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